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C4 Vision Statement 
                                                                                                                                                

Pastor Tom Siwicki 
       Most successful organizations have one thing in 

common: they seek to rally their owners, leaders and 

workers around a common vision or goal.  Starbucksô 

vision statement is a good example: ñTo inspire and 

nurture the human spirit ð one person, one cup and one 

neighborhood at a timeò. Of course, Starbucks wants to 

sell coffee and make money, but their vision is so much 

more than that. As a company they want to make a 

difference in the lives of people and their communities.  
      Jesus also gave an expansive vision to the apostles 

when he told them ñTo make disciples of all nationsò 

(Mt. 28:19)! His followers werenôt called to only reach 

the Jewish community or those countries in the vicinity 

of Israel, but to reach the whole world with the good 

news of the gospel! Likewise, our church has a desire to 

follow the commission of Jesus and make disciples. Our 

vision statement embodies this desire: 
Chinese Christian Church of Columbiaôs vision is 

to be a Christ-centered community that seeks to 

make disciples who learn, grow, and serve in the 

Lord. 
      Under the pastoral leadership of Rev. Joseph Chun, 

who served at CCCC from 1993 to 2001, the church 

adopted the vision of ñLearn, Grow & Serveò. There was 

a realization that many who attended our church would 

only be with us for a short time. This vision reflected the 
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desire of the church to learn, grow and serve in a way that 

whether one stayed in Columbia or moved elsewhere, 

they would be equipped to continue a healthy walk with 

God and serve wherever God called them. God blessed 

this vision with many of our former members serving in 

churches and ministries throughout the country and the 

world!  
      Although we now have more individuals and families 

who have remained in Columbia, there remains a similar 

dynamic with many who will eventually leave the area. 

Our desire today remains the same: to train and equip 

disciples who can serve here or wherever God may lead 

them. Our theme verse associated with our vision 

statement reflects this desire to be an equipping church: 
11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the 

prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 

teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of 

service, so that the body of Christ may be built 

up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in 

the knowledge of the Son of God and become 

mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 

fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:11-13). 
       The disciple-making process entails being those who 

learn, seeking ñknowledge of the Son of Godò; those who 

grow, seeking to ñbecome matureò in Christ; and those 

who serve, being Godôs people equipped ñfor works of 

serviceò. Our desire is for every member to be part of this 

discipleship process and ongoing cycle of growth as we 

continually seek to learn, grow and serve in the Lord. 
       We will also seek to have our church programs, 

events and activities reflect our vision. This means 

providing opportunities to ñlearnò through biblically 

based sermons, Sunday school classes and seminars. It 

means encouraging members to ñgrowò in the context of 

community, participating in fellowships, Bible studies 

and prayer meetings. Finally, it means providing 

opportunities to ñserveò, for each brother or sister 

minister, according to the spiritual gifts, talents and 

passions that God has given them. May 2018 be the 

beginning of a season of spiritual growth for C4 as we 

seek to be disciples who ñlearn, grow, and serve in the 

Lordò! 
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Let us exalt His name together --- Su Kunming 8/13/17 

sermon 
 

Call to worship ï Psalm 34:1-3,Job 2:21b,Hebrews 1:4-14 

After coming back from the short term mission trip, I am glad 

to be back at church worshipping with all of you again!  

The presiding brother welcomed me back, and said there is a 

problem today: our speaker has not arrived yet! He was right. 

Our scheduled speaker Dr. Perry Bowers cannot come today, 

so I am taking his place at the last minute. 

Why has he not arrived? I called him a few days earlier and 

found him to be weak and soft spoken. Normally he is always 

warm and loud, "Kunming, how are you doing, be sure to serve 

God, God bless you!" His organization is "Focused Living," 

which calls us to focus on living for God. Last semester he 

helped Brother Dong Li and I tremendously, he encouraged us 

to focus on living for God. But that day on the phone I did not 

hear the usual encouraging words, on the contrary I heard "bike 

accident", so I was very nervous and asked him: "You just said 

you had a bike accident, did something happen when you were 

biking?" He said yes, so I rushed to the emergency room to 

visit him. At the time, he was laying on a hospital bed with 

many tubes stuck in his body. He had difficulty speaking, and 

he looked very different from the strong and healthy person he 

usually was. It seemed that the bike accident was very serious. 

I asked him whether he was in a tournament. He said that he 

was not, he was riding alone, but he was not alone, the Lord 

was with him! 

This is something I admire about him very much. In the midst 

of difficulties, he does not complain, but he still rejoices, 

believing that the Lord was with him and that the Lord allowed 

the accident to happen according to His will. He not only said 

that the Lord was with him, he also knew that the name of the 

Lord shall be praised! Yes, this is the theme of the scripture we 

are looking at today. The name of the Lord shall be praised, 

and we will exalt His name together! Dr. Bowers understands 

that the Lord gave and the Lord has taken away (Job 1: 21b). 

His health and well-being are given by God and can be taken 

away at any time. God allowed the accident to happen and 

temporarily took away his health, but God's name shall still be 

praised! 

 

First. Why should the name of God be praised? Because He has 

a more beautiful and more honorable name. He not only has a 

better name, but in the sermon series on Hebrew we also saw 

that Jesus Christ is supreme to all and supersedes all! If we 

compare, we will find Him to be more beautiful than the most 

beautiful in the world that we can ever think of. The Israelites 

respected the prophets, they feared and respected angels, and 

were also proud of the law and the covenants that God gave 

them. In comparison, Jesus Christ brought a better law and 

revelation than all the prophets, He is a more beautiful steward 

than Moses, He set up a more beautiful covenant, He is a more 

beautiful priest, He Himself is a more beautiful sacrifice. He 

offered Himself as a sacrifice through death on the cross, 

 - --  8/13/17   

 34:1- 3,  1:21b, 1: 4 - 14 
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cleansed the sins of men, and sits on the right hand of the Most 

High. He has a far more beautiful name than that of angels! 

 

Second. Why should the name of God be praised? Because His 

name reveals His nature, His deeds, and His glorious status as 

he inherits all. There are many names of Jesus, several are 

mentioned in this short passage from verses 4 through 14: the 

Son of God, the worshipped, our Lord, our God, and so forth. 

And, Jesus, as shown in the names is in stark contrast to the 

names of God's messengers (including angels and people). As 

shown in the diagram, the essence of Jesus is the Son of God, 

the Messenger is the servant of God, Jesus is God, and man is 

man. As far as works are concerned, Jesus is the Creator, the 

angels and man are creatures. Position wise, Jesus is to be 

worshipped, and we should be worshipping Him. 

Time Nature Jesus Angels, Men 

General (Now  Essence Son Servant 

  God Man 

Past Deeds Lord, 

create 

Servant, 

created 

Future Status Worshiped Worship 

Upon further exploration, we found that nearly two hundred 

names appear elsewhere in the Bible, such as Jesus, Christ, Son 

of Man, Mediator, Comforter, Light, Savior, High Priest, 

Emmanuel, etc. All of these can basically be divided into three 

categories; General--which shows his immutable nature 

regardless of past, present, or future--He is always kind, loving, 

faithful, wise, and righteous. Past--His deeds were made 

known. Future--referring to His position and status--He is to 

inherit everything, and He is to render judgment. Of course, 

some of these categories overlap each others, but in general we 

can see God's nature, deeds, and status as shown. 

Time Nature Name of Jesus 

General Essence Son, God, Refuge, Rock, Mediator, 

Comforter, Light, Way, Truth, Life, 

Everlasting, Emmanuel, High Priest 

Past Deeds Lord, Creator, Savior, Jesus, Son of 

Man 

Future Status Worshipped, Judge, King, Christ, 

Head 

Because of God's transcendent nature, deeds, and status, man 

can genuinely praise His name. In the short term mission trip, 

we experienced the name of God being exalted, not only as we 
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served God and His name, but also as we came to know God 

more and more and exalted His name among the people we 

taught and cared about. One of the friends, George, praised 

God in the midst of difficulties just like Dr. Bowers did. 

I would like to especially thank everybody for your support 

through prayers, giving, and encouragements. In particular, I 

would like to thank the parents for letting your youth join us. 

(Even when you were not totally at ease, you still let them go, 

also thanks to ^ _ ^ ).  In addition to the twenty of us, together 

with others from Atlanta and California, we had a total of fifty-

five. We invited about a hundred Navajo natives, provided 

meals, transportation, and taught them God's Word. We were 

divided into three groups, children, adolescents, and adults. I 

and a few other co-workers took care of the adults. 

George told us right before the end of the program that he had 

just received a letter saying that he was released from prison by 

mistake, and that he needed to go back. He said that we had 

been studying James for the past few days, and he felt that in 

James 3: 17-18, "But the wisdom that comes from heaven is 

first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full 

of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers 

who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness,ò he found 

great comfort, peace, and guidance, so he intended to bring his 

Bible and his painting supplies and calmly return to prison. 

Furthermore, he felt that God had His will when He allowed 

the prison to release him by mistake. One of the brothers from 

Atlanta was thinking about saying that he considered this to be 

Godôs will for the incident. Thankfully he did not say it. 

George said it first when he said that "God's will is to allow me 

to take part in the Bible study this week! Now that it is over, I 

can return peacefully." The brother agreed, and I gave thanks to 

God that George said it himself, and it was not another person 

imposing the idea on him. The name of God was exalted. God 

is George's comforter. He granted freedom for him to have a 

chance to learn, and he withheld freedom for him to return to 

prison. God's name is to be praised!  

Although George has a certain knowledge about God, he has 

not yet entrusted himself to God, he has not yet committed 

himself to serve God like Dr. Bowers. We can continue to pray 

for him, for his salvation, and for him to be a servant of God. 

This is what he painted before we had the Bible study. You can 

see that his paintings are very beautiful and detailed; God gives 

him great talent. But man can make mistakes, and there are 

consequences, including prison terms that are allowed by God, 

who also allows people to learn from consequences. His 

righteous honorable name is to be praised! I ask God to 

continue to bless George so that He may truly know the God 

who gave him his talents, I pray that God will bring about more 

artists among the Navajos to glorify God with their talents, and 

that more artists can bring their fellow men to become Jesusô 

disciples. 

Third, Why should the name of God be praised? How should 

we praise the name of God? When we praise His name, we are 
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worshipping Him, serving Him, and responding to His call. 

From the many names of Jesus we can see that Jesus Christ is 

worthy of service, and this is our calling. In the past, Jesus 

served and gave us examples, and in the future, Jesus is to be 

served. He expects us to grow and serve with sincerity. Are you 

ready to humbly learn, strive to grow, and gladly serve? 

Jesus has many names; which is the most common one? It is 

the"Son of man!" Although He is the noble son of God, He 

humbled Himself to be the Son of Man and the Word incarnate, 

as he sacrificed Himself to redeem us. Although he should be 

served, he came to serve, and set an example for us, so that we 

may exalt His name as we learn to serve. Are you and I ready 

to humbly learn, strive to grow, and gladly serve? 

Regardless of whether you are ready or not, our small group 

leader brother Nathan was ready. His situation was somewhat 

different compared to George. When Nathan was a child he 

was baptized, however, after he grew up, he left God because 

of drugs, sex, brawls, and greed. It was pitiful! Among the 

Navajo, due to various reasons, being in prison is 

commonplace; despair, suicide, divorce, remarriage, and 

messed up lives are common. These people need our prayers, 

they need the true light, they need grace, and they need Jesusô 

salvation. One of them, whom Jesus had saved, was Nathan. He 

is a fellow brother in the Lord, but in weakness he fell and 

strayed far away from God. The grace of God came upon him 

again, and he was willing to return to God, admitting that Jesus 

was his Savior. So, he volunteered and drew this drawing, to 

exalt the name of the Savior our Lord. 

   

From the many names of Jesus, His nature is manifested, He is 

in authority, He created, He is noble, He is the Savior, He made 

us a new creature, He is merciful, He is Emmanuel with us, and 

He is worthy of our praise and service. It is very dangerous for 

us to exalt any other names or our own names without exalting 

His name. If we do not serve Him, we will begin to serve our 

own desires, which is very dangerous. 

How should we praise the name of God? The aforementioned 

three individuals are in different stages of spiritual growth, but 

one thing in common is that they are all willing to praise the 

name of God. No matter where we are at spiritual growth, 

whether we focus on serving and living for God like Dr. 

Bowers, or are still seeking peace, wisdom, and joy without 

God like George, or like Nathan who had accepted, left, and 

returned by Godôs grace, we can exalt His name through 
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worship, thanksgiving, submission, and service to praise His 

name. 

I often remind myself and others to serve God with gladness; 

and the key is whether our motivation, attitude, methods are 

focused more on pleasing God rather than the ministry. The 

way to serve God with gladness, according to god-pleasing 

motivations, attitudes and god-revealed methods is to humbly 

exalt the name of God. Therefore I am very pleased that Pastor 

Tom's recent sermon series encouraged us to serve together 

(Ephesians 4: 11-13; July 16), serve with the deacons (Acts 6: 

1-7; July 23), and serve with the elders (Acts 14: 21-23; July 

30). God calls us to serve together, to do our part, to establish 

the body of Christ. Some of us are called to be deacons and 

elders for the purpose of bringing believers together in peace, 

building up each other, and building up the church together, to 

glorify the head of the church Jesus Christ. His revelation and 

platform may be different than that of the world and it may not 

be what we are used to, but may God strengthen us, have mercy 

on us, so that we can put aside our pride and prejudice, and 

serve Him by faith according to His way according to Biblical 

revelation, so that through our service His name is glorified. 

Very often as we serve with gladness, we see that His way is 

higher than ours, He gives more than we could ever ask or 

think. This short term mission trip was no exception. Let me 

share an example. We made arrangements with our Atlanta co-

workers to meet for lunch at a restaurant before we proceeded 

to the Navajo mission field. We arrived at the restaurant first, 

but the Atlanta coworkers were delayed at Albuquerque 

because they were not able to get the four eight-person vehicles 

that they had reserved. Due to two vehicles being returned late, 

the car rental company could only let them have two eight-

person vehicles and three regular vehicles; but because of that 

there were spare seats. However, due to the delay, they were 

hungry, they might have complained and felt disappointed, but 

they still served God with gladness. What we did not anticipate 

was that God had provided additional spare seats which would 

all be utilized several days later. Because there were more 

vehicles, when we gave rides we were able to make fewer trips. 

At the end of the short term mission trip, two from California 

had a change in plans and decided to fly home, and the 

additional seats came in handy. So, next time you are hungry 

due to delay, do not forget to give thanks and resolve to serve 

God with gladness, maybe God is calling you to joyfully serve 

and exalt His name. God is to be praised! From Jesus' many 

names, we can see that Jesus is worthy of our service. Jesus' 

past ministry gave examples of service, and Jesus' future status 

is such that He is to be served. Let us joyfully serve God, let us 

exalt and praise the name of God! 
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Clerk and Chair Report delivered during the 2017 Annual 

Membersô Meeting 
Richard Yung 

       Dear brothers and sisters, I am thankful to be able to serve 

you as a deacon and a Board member. I thank the Lord for this 

church and for the opportunity, through which I can learn to serve 

Him as I grow spiritually. I have learned a lot and I am also 

humbled by the experience. I learned that the Lord has provided 

the church with His Grace and His Abundance, and I trust that the 

Lord will continue to provide. 
       The clerk is responsible for taking Board meeting minutes, 

presenting Board meeting minutes during the following Board 

meeting for approval, calling members meetings, and preparing 

members meeting minutes.  The clerk also prepares and prints the 

church directory, this yearôs directory was ready and distributed a 

few weeks ago. The clerk is also responsible for maintaining 

membership roll. The pastors provide information on baptism 

candidates and new member interviews that usually result in 

additions to the membership roll. 
       The chair is responsible for calling and conducting Board 

meetings.  Either the chair or the clerk may call members 

meetings.  Every year we have a members meeting to elect 

congregational representative to serve on the deacons nomination 

committee and an annual members meeting to approve by voting 

to confirm the following yearôs deacons and budgets. The chair 

also tries to maintain open channels of communications with the 

congregation. I am thankful to those of you who took time to 

communicate with me regarding various matters or issues. I would 

also like to express appreciation for your participation in members 

meetings, programs, and activities.  Your participation and your 

support as we worship, fellowship, learn, and grow together as one 

family in the Lord are very valuable for the church as we continue 

fulfilling  her goals in serving, nurturing believers, proclaiming the 

Gospel to seekers, and building up workers for the Kingdom of 

God. 
       In addition to our two outdoor worship services in May and 

September, two baptismal services in April and November, two 

church-wide cleanings in April and December, the activities and 

events of this year include a Coworkers Meeting in March, Good 

Friday and Easter services in April, Appreciation Dinner in April, 

Carolina Regional Conference on Memorial Day weekend in May, 

Welcome Party in August, Family Matters Conference in 

September, ñPersonal Finance Seminarò community outreach 

event in October, annual Mission Conference, Thanksgiving and 

35 anniversary celebration in November, and the Christmas 

program in December. 
      I like to thank Pastor Kunming and Pastor Tom for their role 
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and efforts in leading, guiding, loving, and directing the 

congregation. I would like to appreciate the fellow deacons and 

co-workers whose hard work often go unnoticed, but through their 

hard work the ministries of the church can continue to function 

and prosper.  I would also like to express my heartfelt appreciation 

to each and every one of you, my dear brothers and sisters because 

of your prayers, your participation, your friendship, your 

fellowship, and your faithful support, this church continues to be 

one family in the Lord. As a group of believers, together we can 

seek the lost, gather for worship, fellowship, love one another, 

learn together, grow together, and serve together. Your love and 

support makes this church a church home, a family, a testimony, 

and a beacon in the community for the Gospel, the Kingdom, and 

the Glory of our Lord.   
      I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge, 

recognize, and express my heartfelt appreciation to each and every 

one of you because you are the church and you make the church 

great. I thank you for making this church a friendly, loving, and 

wonderful church.   
      Because of you, we can continue to be light and salt in the 

community, a fellowship of loving brothers and sisters praying, 

encouraging, supporting, and building up one another, equipping 

one another for the ministry of Godôs Kingdom, serving Christ by 

proclaiming the good news to the lost, locally, regionally, and 

cross-culturally to the ends of the Earth.  Because of you, by the 

Grace of God, we are brothers and sisters in the Lord, loving one 

another, learning together, growing together, and serving together 

as we submit to Christ our Lord, proclaim the Gospel, make 

disciples, expand the Kingdom, and look forward to the Second 

coming at the return of the King.  To God be the Glory! 
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Children's ministry  
Emily Brown 

 
         The children's ministry is looking forward to a great year 

as we seek to teach and disciple the children. We want to help 

them to grow & develop a lasting, deep, and a personal 

relationship with God. Pray for us as we teach them 

importance of reading and memorizing scripture at church and 

at home. We are excited to continue with our hand-bell choir 

during special occasions. Please be praying for the planning of 

Vacation Bible School this summer! 

 
Emily Brown 
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CCCC 35th Anniversary Thanksgiving Testimony 
Richard Yung 

 
       It was 1982, my wife and I arrived at Columbia, and we 

got into an apartment and settled down. We looked for a 

Chinese Bible Study Group because we were used to attending 

weekly Bible study since our college days. We found and 

started regularly attending a Chinese Bible Group that met at 

First Baptist Church downtown on a weekly basis, there were 

three families and a student couple from Taiwan, a Chinese 

couple from Singapore, a seminarian couple from Hong Kong, 

and a Chinese who grew up in Vietnam. 
        Soon after attending the group regularly, we found out 

that this group of Chinese Christians was actively planning to 

form a Chinese church. We were surprised about this because 

the Bible Study Group we attended in North Carolina was 

more than twice the size yet they did not have active plans for 

forming a church, this group has only about five couples not 

counting us. I was thinking that it would take ten working 

families to establish a church supporting a pastor, but 

excluding us this group had only four couples and one single 

who were working.  
         The group had been planning about forming a church for 

some time. I was invited to their prayer meetings to pray for 

establishing a Chinese church. I was impressed that the 

believers started out with praise and worship before going into 

prayers, the Chinese Bible Study Group I previously attended 

had prayer meetings but they just prayed without praise and 

worship, so I felt that it was refreshingly different. 
        A few months after the spring of 1982 when my wife and 

I arrived at Columbia and started meeting regularly with this 

group of Chinese Christians, in the summer of 1982, Professor 

Chu who was one of the key founders for forming a Chinese 

church was diagnosed with cancer. He had surgery, which was 

reportedly successful, but several days after the surgery he 

developed complications and passed away unexpectedly. 
        Apparently it was the birth of a vision that enabled this 

group of Chinese Christians to plan to form a Chinese church, 

but with a key supporting family suddenly removed, it seemed 

like the death of a vision. However, the group continued their 

plans of establishing a Chinese church, apparently oblivious to 

the dwindling number of core families. And, to make a long 

story short, before the end of the year, Chinese Christian 

Church of Columbia was formally established and had her 

very first worship service one Sunday afternoon at one of the 

buildings of First Baptist Church, down town Columbia; it 

was the fulfillment of a vision. The church had been meeting 

for worship service regularly every Sunday afternoon since 

then. Pastor Chung-Kwong Yau, who had graduated that year 

from Columbia Bible College and Seminary, which later 

 

 

     1982 . 

, , 

, 

. , 

, . 

, 

. 
      

, , . 

, 

. 

, . 

, 

. , 

. 
      , 

. 

, 

. , 

, 

. 
       1982 , 

, 

. , 

. 
        , 

. 

. 

. 

, 

, 

. ! 

. 

, 

. 



11 

 

became Columbia International University, was called to be 

the first pastor. He and his wife Christina became the full time 

pastor couple shepherding the church for about ten years.  
        The formation of Chinese Christian Church of Columbia 

was a great testimony to our Lord who not only formed the 

church 35 years ago, the experience also provided extensive 

encouragement to all who were involved at that time. The 

charter members signed the pledge November of 1982 and 

praised the Lord. Among them are Ching-Hua and Selma 

Mou, Denis and SweeChoo Yeo, our very first pastor Chung-

Kwong Yau and his wife Christina. 
       Not only did the Lord brought forth the Chinese Christian 

Church of Columbia utilizing only a handful of Christians, the 

Lord also mightily blessed the church by bringing many 

Christian families to Columbia shortly after the formation of 

the church. As I looked back on my personal career path, I 

was comfortable working as an associate in North Carolina, 

but then suddenly situation changed, that position was going 

away and an opening became available in Columbia, I visited, 

came, and worked for some time before deciding to move 

here. After arrival, my wife and I discovered that the church 

was being formed. I believed that the Lord brought my wife 

and me to Columbia to be part of the church. 
       There were only a handful of Chinese families in 

Columbia prior to the churchôs formation, even fewer of them 

were Christians, but in the few short years right after the 

churchôs formation, the Lord brought a good number of 

Christian families to Columbia. They were Christians who had 

served elsewhere and were ready to serve as soon as they 

arrived here. Among them are Daniel and Mrs. Leu, Jonathan 

and Dorcas, Philip and Cecilia, Matthew and Clara, Chuck and 

Shirley, and many others, Dan also came and the Lord brought 

him and Anita together in marriage, the wedding took place in 

Columbia, and our wonderful youth ministry took off. The 

church grew and prospered. Glory be to the Lord. 
        And, the rest is history, since the first pastor of the 

church, Pastor Chung-Kwong Yau and Christina, they have 

two daughters; we have Pastor Joseph and Jessica, they have 

two sons and a daughter; Pastor Wong and Emily, they also 

have two sons and a daughter; and now we have Pastor 

Kunming and Jiang Hong, they have two sons and two 

daughters; we are growing, at least in numbers. We give 

thanks to the Lord who allowed his children to grow 

spiritually through the birth of a vision, the death of a vision, 

and the fulfillment of a vision. To God be the Glory. 
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Changes in my Relationships 
Anna Jiang Hong 

        I remember in Germany, several years after I accepted the Lord, a 

pastor said that we all needed to change. I was not convinced and 

asked, "Doesnôt God accept us as we were?" He said: "One day you 

will like to change." 
        More than twenty years have passed. I have never felt so strongly 

that I needed to change. It started with interpersonal relationships. My 

nature is such that I tend to avoid conflicts, and therefore often stay 

away from people. Another point I do not want to admit is that I am 

afraid of exposing my weaknesses to people. God seems to be very 

humorous. He specifically placed me in relationships that I can not 

avoid, like family, work, church ministry, and so on. The more God 

uses us, the more challenging these relationships seems to be. I was 

struggling inside, just as Paul said in Romans, "I feel that there is a law, 

when I am willing to be good, evil is with me." I began to evaluate and 

tried to know myself. The book, "Interpersonal Relations - God's 

Redemptive Work," gave me much help but also shocked me. Proverbs 

says: "Those who fear people are ensnared, only those who trust in the 

Lord are secure." I thought I was afraid of people, but God showed me 

that in fact the one I feared the most is myself. Sometimes I have a fear 

of loss. I care a lot about how others think of me. I cannot stand unfair 

treatment; when I talk to my husband I always want to have the last 

word. I am also jealous of those who do better than me ... In other 

words: it was I, I, I!  
        Thank God for providing me the opportunities to have different 

experiences, different responsibilities, and to know different people. 

The more I know about myself, the more I get to know and understand 

others. I realize that I am no different from others, no better than 

anyone else, only that I was spared from having to expose my true self. 

I learned that no matter how right it seems on the surface, it is hard to 

have a good testimony if there are issues with interpersonal 

relationships. I began to pray for those who were upset and began to 

bless them. Amazingly, I was released from bondage. Freedom exuded 

from the bottom of my heart and I was filled with joy. When confronted 

with challenges, I began to ask God for greater love and the ability to 

overcome.  
        Thank God that he has allowed me to experience that the greatest 

problem in interpersonal relationships is not our weaknesses, but our 

misguided notion that we are strong. In ñPride and Prejudiceò there is 

the sentence: "Pride is the wall that keeps people apart." Yes, "Who can 

save me from this body of death?ò Thanks be to God, who delivers me 

through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
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To serve the least of these brothers and sisters is to serve 

the Lord 
Cindy Huang 

        Our family came to Columbia in 2003. We did not have 

children at the time, but now our two children are already in youth 

group. As a youth parent, I would like to thank the youth workers. 

Dan and Anita have been serving the youth in our church for many 

years. The team they lead includes Andrew Chan, Nick Liu, Mia 

Hahn, and the children ministry coordinator Emily Brown. Because 

of their love and commitment to God, they serve our youth with all 

their hearts and minds. Let me provide a few examples. 

       One Friday night there was a "Corn Maze" activity about 

twenty-five minutes from church. It was scheduled at seven o'clock. 

Each family could decide whether to send their children directly to 

the corn field or to the church for a ride there. At six It was not dark 

yet and Nick had been playing basketball alone, waiting at church. 

Then Dan arrived and the youth gradually came. I thought that there 

might not be enough vehicles, so my minivan could help to provide 

rides. But I was told that with the church van and one additional 

vehicle, my van was not needed, so I could stay at church and attend 

the fellowship meeting. 

       The entire troop came back at ten and they all said that it was 

great and wonderful. On the way home my daughter told me that she 

was placed in a group of four sixth-grade girls led by Mr. Dan and 

Uncle Jingwei. I was surprised that Dan was not with any of his own 

daughters. All of our young adult youth workers were still single and 

without children, all of them gave themselves totally for our youth, 

and we parents knew that our youth were in good hands in the 

countryside on that cold, dark night. 

       Where was Anita that Friday night? She went to Colorado to 

visit her mother who had pancreatic cancer. She returned to 

Columbia Saturday night to learn that there was a need in the 

nursery Sunday morning, and she was the first to volunteer for the 

nursery need. 

        In addition, the youth workers take the youth to play Frisbee 

every Sunday afternoon, so that they can have exercise in addition to 

worshipping on the Lord's Day. Before Thanksgiving, coworkers 

also took them to Charlotte to help with packaging Christmas 

shoeboxes to be sent all over the world. Each May during graduation 

season, they attend every high school graduateôs ceremony, treating 

them as their own children, keeping them company and being there 

at the important moments in their lives. Youth workers, thank you 

for your hard work. May God honor the work of your hands, and 

multiply His blessings on you and your families. 

      In Matthew 25:40, the Lord Jesus said, "Whatever you did for 

one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 

me." May our entire church family serve our Lord through serving 

the youth, serving our neighbors, and serving the visitors. May all 

glory be to God! 
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Thanksgiving Testimony 
Jinxiang Chen 

      I want to say to our God: "I really, really, thank you! I really 

love you very much! Because you first loved me, and you have 

given me so much grace and so much inspiration! ò But before I 

share, I would like to take this opportunity to express my heartfelt 

appreciation to Aunt Bixiang and Pastor Kunming, thank you very 

much for your help and for caring over the years. Thanksgiving has 

come and gone, but my gratitude stays. I am always going to be 

grateful for Aunt Bixiang and Pastor Kunming. 
      Aunt Bixiang took me to church in the spring of 2012, at the 

time we were meeting at the old sanctuary. Pastor Wong was 

delivering sermon on that day, I cannot remember the name of the 

hymns, but the lyrics deeply touched me. Since then, whenever I 

could, I came and attended church, of course it was not every week, 

but as long as I had time, I came with my child. Over time God had 

given me so much love and mercy. I once rebelled and ran away, 

just like what is commonly known as adolescent rebellion. Time 

would fail me if I go into the details, but to make a long story short, 

what happened was that I was a young believer. I did not badmouth 

a sister, but she told a long time believer sister that I did, and later 

on this sister rebuked me. I would say that my defense was not 

convincing, since I was young I feel that upon rebuke. I would 

accept it if I was wrong, but I did not do what she accused me of 

doing, so I did not accept her rebuke. I did not blow up at the 

moment, but after I went home I deleted her phone number and her 

WeChat contact. Looking back it was childish, but at the moment I 

felt that I was justified in doing so because I was wronged by a 

long time believer who convicted me without proper investigation. 

I began to look for excuses to avoid them. At the time I had a 

restaurant in Aiken, I returned to Columbia on Saturday nights and 

left again Monday morning. I avoided these two sisters, I did not 

want to have anything to do with them anymore, but I did not leave 

God. I prayed and told the Father that in my heart I have already 

forgiven them, but I could not humble myself and reconcile. I asked 

the Lord for mercy and for a less awkward situation for our 

reconciliation. I cannot remember the specific date, but there were 

several days that there was a persistent strong urge in my heart, so I 

called the long time believer sister over the phone. Thanks to the 

Lord, our phone call was so natural that it was just like long time 

friends getting back together; it was a good feeling. Later on we 

came to church together, by then we were already meeting at the 

new sanctuary. I told God the Father that this lost lamb had 

returned. I knew that I was wrong, and I thanked the Father for His 

unwavering abiding in me. One of the hymns that day was about 

someone praying for you. I know that the Father loves me and that 

my brothers and sisters also love me. Later on, Pastor Kunming 

asked whether I want to be baptized, I knew that in order to glorify 

God I should be reconciled with that sister before baptism, because 

God told us that if we forgive others then we are forgiven. To make 
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another long story short, I ran into this sister at the supermarket, 

and we reconciled. I thank the Lord that He allowed me to know 

the beauty of forgiveness; accepting others is in fact building up 

ourselves. May the Lord renew me every day, teach me to walk in 

the path of righteousness, guard my heart, and let me be 

submissive. 
      The year 2015 was a turning point in my life, it was the year 

that I drew nearer to God and relied more on Him. At the end of 

May of that year, as soon as I arrived at China for a visit, I was told 

that the restaurant I owned had a new landlord, and I was asked to 

move out with short notice.  For two days I was very anxious, I 

could not eat or sleep, I made many international calls to try to 

resolve the issue, and I became more and more afraid until Aunt 

Bixiang reminded me to pray. Crying, I prayed to God and bared 

my soul, a voice reminded me to not look at the situation, not look 

at people, but look to God with all my heart. I calmed down 

instantly, I did what I should do, and realized that I suffered so 

much the days before because I did not return to God the Father. I 

had suffered in futility, and it was a big loss. Early July, I came 

back to the States and the following day I contacted the realtor 

hoping that I would not have to move but be able to renew the lease 

that was expiring in thirteen months; if the lease could not be 

renewed I would like to have advanced notice to make plans for 

rainy days. But there was no response even by September. 

Someone advised me to not worry, worse comes to worst I could 

litigate. I thanked God and I prayed for the Spirit to move the new 

landlord into letting me stay and continue to have a livelihood. I 

also asked God to forgive my sins. I waited and waited for a 

response, because I did not want to annoy the realtor by nagging. I 

prayed to God as I waited. One day a long time customer asked me 

why I was dejected, I shared my predicament. She gave me some 

suggestions, which were not that practical. Later on she told me 

that the place across from my location had closed and possibly 

available for lease. That place was too small, it only had windows 

but not an entrance for customers; but he suggested me to buy the 

place. I was not sure whether the owner was willing to sell, I was 

anxious, if the owner refuse to sell, I would be disappointed again. 

But thanks be to God, it went amazingly smooth, in ten minutes she 

was able to locate the ownerôs contact information as well as the 

propertyôs sale price seven years prior. We made an appointment 

with the owner, he was an Italian; people may not believe that we 

took less than five minutes to settle on a sale price, which was the 

previous sale price he paid for seven years ago. Thanks be to God, 

it was amazing. On Monday my attorney told me that it was a good 

price, considering that the property was commercially zoned. 

Thanks to God we completed the transaction mid-October. Later, I 

learned that one of the former owners was the sister that God had 

arranged for us to meet at the supermarket. It was incredible, but it 

did not matter, we just submitted to God's will, let him hold our 

hands and were not afraid. Within the time we purchased the land, 
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looked for architects and engineers, and had project inspections, we 

managed to move in twenty days before the expiration of the lease. 

Through the process God had given me way too much grace and 

comfort. 
       To make a long story short, through twists and turns, I 

thank God that He loved me so much. He sent angels to guard and 

protect me, so that in a very short time I was able to complete the 

paperwork, build, renovate, and move to a better place to continue 

running my restaurant. In the meantime, God had also miraculously 

prevented workers from injuries. I learned the valuable lesson that 

things may not go well, there may be obstacles, but God has His 

perfect plans; do not be discouraged and do not complain. Thanks 

be to God that life is full of ups and downs. Though I was not able 

to defend myself well when I was wronged, I felt that being 

defensive did not glorify God. Every time I come back to God, I 

tell Him about my trials, my burdens, and my daily needs. When I 

opened the Bible, He would have a verse to comfort me. And after 

being wronged, I came to church and seemingly found that the 

sermon of the day was meant for me. Because of Him I have joy, 

and I thank God. 
       Dear brothers and sisters, may the Lord nourish us and fill 

our hearts, may we be humble, submissive, grateful, loving, and 

more helpful with new believers. Lord, you love me so very much, 

what can I do for you? 
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Thanksgiving Testimony 

Peter Long 

      Looking back to this year after coming to the United States, I 

am filled with gratitude. This kind of gratitude is not just on the 

rational and cognitive level, but its fullness is such that it can 

overflow at any time. That the Lord being faithful, trustworthy, 

compassionate, and merciful is overwhelmingly manifested in my 

physical, school, family, and daily life. I am sharing Godôs 

special care and provisions within the month after the birth of my 

second child in September of 2017. 
       I am usually very busy studying at seminary, except on 

Sundays. Every day I devote all my energy to school work other 

than eating and sleeping; in spite of this, sometimes I am so busy 

that I do not have time to eat at home or eat at the library until the 

end of the day when I eat during the short walk on the way home. 

Under such circumstances, when my wife and I were getting 

ready for a second child, it was natural to consider asking our 

parents for help. However, their health was not very good, and 

there were other difficulties, so we ended up abandoning the idea. 

Having a child is a major endeavor, and my school work is so 

time-consuming, so what could I do? I could only earnestly pray. 

One of my major concerns at the time was how to let my wife 

stay in bed for about twenty days after the birth so that she could 
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have a good recovery. The best I could do was to set aside my 

schoolwork for a while. As the childôs due date approached, the 

couple living upstairs asked about our needs after having the 

baby. We figured that there were two needs, the first one being 

daily meals, because my wife would need bed rest and 

recuperation and therefore cannot prepare meals, the second 

being our three-year-old son who needed after school home care. 

The wife of the couple suggested that we inform other Chinese 

brothers and sisters in the community to see if someone could 

help. 
       My wife was admitted to the hospital on September 8, and 

the baby was born that day without incidence. After three days in 

the hospital, brothers and sisters began to visit and brought food. 

One week after birth, we got all kinds of delicious meals. In the 

next three weeks, another couple offered to take care of our 

housework every day, shopping for and bringing nutritious foods 

that help with birthing recuperation. They spent most of the day 

in our home and shared their lives and ministries in addition to 

taking care of our two children; sometimes they even mopped the 

floor. They served humbly, passionately, and joyfully for two 

weeks after my wife's birth. Despite being busy with schoolwork, 

brothers and sisters still took time to take turn caring for my older 

son after school, allowing us to focus on the newborn, my wife to 

recuperate, and I to work on schoolwork. A mother who used to 

be a kindergarten teacher (both of her two children are now in 

elementary school) came to our house every night at eight to take 

care of our older son, bathing him, reading him stories, and 

putting him to bed. Thanks to the loving and thoughtful help from 

all the brothers and sisters those days, my wife could recover 

with ease and I managed to save a lot of time and efforts. 
       Before the child was born, I worried a lot. I worried that my 

wife might have to do housework before she could handle it and 

develop health problems later on. I also worried that I might not 

get enough sleep and overwork, potentially  leading to recurrence 

of my hepatitis B. I also worried about getting behind in my 

school work. Thanks to the help of brothers and sisters, my wife 

recovered very well, I did not have any recurrence of my old 

illness, and my schoolwork was practically unscathed. God shall 

remember and bless every one of them because He is faithful and 

He knows us. "Whoever loves God is known by God" (1 

Corinthians 8: 3). "And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water 

to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that 

person will certainly not lose their reward" (Matthew 10:42). We 

are even more grateful to the merciful, faithful Christ the Lord for 

His care and provisions for my family during those days! I thank 

Him for hearing our prayers and providing loving brothers and 

sisters who willingly helped us. In the eyes of the unbelievers, 

what we experienced could be attributed to the presence of a 

group of very loving people, but we do not think so. As my 

Systematic Theology professor puts it, "In a sense, everything has 
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its own supernatural cause. The pattern of things happening can 

be natural, but the reason is often supernatural. There are many 

second-cause explanations for certain things, but there is only one 

first cause." We believe that we were cared for by a kind and 

almighty God who hears our humble prayers; by faith we can 

continue to experience His reality. Thanks to Christ the Lord for 

taking care of us during this time of great need. As the couple 

who came and helped us for three weeks said, "We did all these 

things because we are serving Christ the Lord." 
       We pray that the as we abide in the mercy of our Lord the 

Christ, we can also be like these brothers and sisters, lovingly and 

willingly helping those in need. 
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The Gospel is the Power of God for the Salvation of Everyone Who Believes (Rom 1:16)            

(  1:16)  

 

STM Sharing 
Lulu Fan 

 Introduction:  
o Hello my name is Lulu Fan. Iôm a college 
freshman and Iôve been at C4 for the past 8 years. 

This past summer I had the opportunity to go on a 

mission trip with some members of the youth 

group but also some of the parents. We joined 

with 2 Atlanta churches in New Mexico to host 

the annual vacation bible school at the BIC 

Missions Site. On the first day we got to know the 

members of the other church who we were going 

to be working with. We were introduced to 

Dwayne and Diane, missionaries at the site, and 

we split off into groups of children, teens, and 

adults. We also had the opportunity to attend a 

church service where we sat around a speaker 

who didnôt preach but instead practiced story-
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telling from scripture. Story-telling is an 

important part of Navajo culture and the natives 

respond better to that style instead of being 

preached to.  

 What happened/ what did I do:  
o I was apart of the teen group so I helped to lead a 

small group of teenage girls some were 13 or 14 

in middle school while some were 16 and 17, 

closer to my age. We started off with a big group 

game like whiffle ball and 9 square in the air 

before we got together and watched a few videos 

together. Our curriculum was focused on the 

gospel. The first day was creation, then sin, then 

the cross, and then conclusion. After the video we 

split off into small groups to discuss the video. 

During the first few days it was difficult to get 

answers out of the girls in my group since they 

didnôt really know us and we didnôt really know 

how to talk or relate to them. When they started 

opening up and answering our questions I realized 

that they knew the facts of the gospel and they 

knew about Adam and Eve, but they didnôt really 

know about Jesus. They didnôt know about the 

Miracles he performed or the parables that he 

taught. If we were to go to this in the future we 

should try to incorporate more than just the 

gospel.  
o A lot of the girls came from broken families and 

shared stories with us about their lives. A few of 

the girls had very few Christian influences and 

leaders in their lives or even Christian friends that 

they can lean on. Hopefully introducing them to 

Jesusôs character and encouraging them to read 

the bible will allow them to develop a relationship 

with a God that they can truly rely on and love, 

but that is why its important to develop that 

relationship with the kids there.  

 Things I learned:  
o Above all I learned that we ultimately need to 

trust in God. Going into the mission trip, I wanted 

to make a big impact. God taught me that only He 

can open the hearts of the people we are speaking 

to. He uses us as vessels to reach people because 

we can't convert people on our own. Also God has 

taught me the power of being intentional. When 

we have a clear goal of wanting to share his 

gospel and our testimonies it is so much easier 

than we would think. It has given me a greater 

sense of urgency to be intentional even in my 

daily life.  
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 How to move forward:  
o The goal of the mission trip was not just to share 

the gospel but also to develop a personal 

relationship with the Navajo people. 
o I would just like for you guys to pray for the 

Navajo people and also pray for the people from 

the BIC missions to be able to develop a 

fellowship program to help build a strong 

foundation for the kids there.  
o Also I just pray that they have more support and 

help since every year the program grows. Even 

this year with about 50 people volunteering, they 

were overwhelmed, especially with the adults.  
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Reflections from my STM NM Trip Experience 
       Tricia Bailey 

 
      I am so thankful that I was a part of the STM NM trip, and to share the experience 

with Grace Linnaea and all who went! 
     *Spent enjoyable and rewarding time in preparation.   
     *It was very helpful to get away from the day-to-day routine at home and fully focus 

on being an ambassador for Christ!  The experience has encouraged me to continue 

persevering in intentionally living out biblical priorities. 
      *I have been able to stay in touch with a few of the Navajo women, texting some and 

talking monthly on the phone to encourage them spiritually. 
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Reflections from my STM NM Trip Experience 
    Grace Linnaea Bailey 

 
   Iôm so grateful for the experience of going to NM for 

this STM trip!  It helped me see how others live and how 

they are not as exposed as we are to the Bible.  The kids 

were always full of energy and I had fun playing with 

them!  After this fun experience, I hope that they will 

come back again and continue to learn how much God 

loves them and become Christians! 

 
Personal Testimonies (these are excerpts of responses 

from team members unnamed) ñbeing away from daily 

responsibilities at home and fully focusing on being a 

direct link to leading others closer to Christ, was 

incredibly fulfillingéthe worship time, the Spirit-filled 

fellowship, the 
time in the Word, conversations, watching the sold-out 

youth and kids on this trip minister, enjoying the 

simplicity of the Navajos lifestyleééé..and seeing the 

beauty of Godôs creation in NMéééééélife-

changing for me. And I rededicated my life to His 

Lordship and purposes many times on the trip. I renewed 

my commitment to stay in constant communion with the 

Lordéand if Iôm going too fast or if Iôm feeling too 

stressed, then I need to re-submit to Him. I am more 

aware than ever that a life fully and deeply surrendered to 

Christ is far greater than anything this world can give.ò 
  ñGod definitely has taught me many things on this trip. 

First, He opened my eyes to see His magnificent creation 

and natural beauty. Another thing was that God showed 

me that there are many people who are very much in need 

of His Word and that we need to show them the love and 

care God gave us first. After this trip, I have gained 

another perspective on life and what itôs like on 

Americaôs side of poverty. Iôve been mesmerized by His 

love, grace, and compassion that has been given. 

Restrengthening my faith was definitely another way God 

has changed me and this mission trip was definitely one 

for the books!ò 
ñGod gave me a desire to share the Gospel, when I did 

not feel compelled before.ò 
ñSeeing families serve together inspired me how a family 

can serve together as a team.ò 
ñI want to strengthen my prayer life. Learn, think and 

follow Godôs way, Do things with my 
children together, and use it as an opportunity to mentor 

them.ò 
ñGod gave me a chance to reach out to different people 

and open my eyes to see the field.ò 

 
Grace Linnaea Bailey 
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  ñI learned more about trusting God and depending on 

Him. I learned to be more patient through working with 

the kids. I learned to appreciate more the conveniences 

that we have here. Iôm glad that I could be a part of 

helping the kids know Jesusô love and truths from the 

Bible. Iôm glad that I could help their parents by helping 

take care of them and serve them, because some of their 

parents went to the adult classes.ò 
  ñHe reminded me the not everyone has the same chance 

of knowing the gospel as I do and this reminder helps me 

see people differently now.ò 
   ñGod taught me not to take the Bible for granted and it 

showed me how people learned differently. Things have 

changed in the way that whenever I read the Bible, I no 

longer read it just to read it, I now think about. Another 

way it has changed me is that instead of telling everyone 

about God in the same way, I now learn more about how 

they learn and tell them about God through that way.ò 
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The homeless 
 Angel Huang 

 
A couple weeks ago, the youth group went to Finlay 

Park to hand out bags to the homeless. Upon arriving, the first 

thing that stood out to me was the number of homeless people. 

They were scattered across the park, and many of them were 

receiving food from another group of people that was helping. 

As we unloaded the bags and walked into the park, many of us 

found ourselves empty-handed after giving bags to homeless 

people on the sidewalk. During all of this, I was overwhelmed 

seeing that so many of our bags went to people on the 

sidewalk, and not those inside the park. By the time we 

entered the park, we quickly ran out of bags because there 

were so many house-less, too many to be proud of the United 

States, which is supposed to be the land where dreams come 

true.  
Fast forward to when we ran out of bags to give out. 

Mia had an extra pack of pads, so she led my group to walk 

around to ask if any women needed them. The first woman we 

asked said she did not need them. I was so shocked when she 
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refused, but I soon realized that although these people donôt 

have much, they still want other people, who need an item 

more than they do, to have it. If I were in desperate times, Iôd 

certainly take anything and everything that would be of aid to 

me, but this womanôs action made me see that that isnôt the 

right thing to do, much less what God would want me to do. 

After we asked this first woman, we went back to the entrance 

of the park and gave another female some pads. We still had 

some extra, so I ended up placing the pack in the womenôs 

restroom.  
Mia then convinced my group to find a house-less 

person to talk to. I wanted to talk to one, but I was just too 

scared to actually start a conversation. I was scared because of 

the stereotypes glued to the homeless, making them seem bad 

and dangerous. Luckily, we had Mia to help us. While we 

were walking back into the park, a homeless man gave us a 

blanket and said, ñGive this to the lady in the gray.ò We were 

so confused as to why he would want us to do that, but we did 

it anyway. We walked up to the ñLady in the Gray,ò and said, 

ñA man wanted us to give this to you.ò She said, ñOh yeah, I 

saw him carry that and I said that I really like it.ò My 14 year 

old self couldnôt comprehend all of this. I was like, ñWow.ò I 

mean, can you believe it? A homeless man gave up a blanket 

saying he didnôt need it when it was super cold, and then tells 

us to give it to someone else because she liked the pattern. 

Unbelievable. We ended up having a nice conversation with 

this woman, who had bronchitis. We learned that she was 

from Connecticut. Connecticutôs like a million miles away! 

But she was very nice and not dangerous at all, and this whole 

event was a learning experience.  
Based on this experience, I came to the conclusion 

that I should stop taking things for granted. Also, when there 

is a person on the streets, I could perhaps make their day 

better by giving them protein bars or water, or even praying 

for them. We should not be scared to associate ourselves with 

the homeless. Why? Because the homeless are human too. 
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